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October 6, 2023
An Open Letter to the Citizens of Beaufort County: You are needed more than ever.
I have always believed that no matter what was happening to me, you deserved my best as your

Treasurer. Through fear, anxiety and unimaginable circumstances, I delivered outstanding
results because that is what you deserve from your elected officials.

Outstanding should not be the exception in government, it should be the rule.

In 2020, I and other women filed lawsuits against Beaufort County and ex-Auditor Jim Beckert
for the harassment and hostile environment we endured. Despite this pending litigation,
members of the County and I managed to work together productively until April of this year
when mediation between the parties failed.

Since then, the County has retaliated, making a concerted effort to interfere with and impede
my ability to continue serving you successfully. Administration prohibited staff from speaking
or interacting with me and made threats to withdraw vital services from our team if I did not
conform and fall in line with their now defunct administration. Most recently, Administration
attempted to assert control over the Treasurer’s Office, preventing our Office from hiring and
compensating employees in a manner that is appropriate and necessary to retain them and serve
you.

Since 2017, Beaufort County has had 7 different County Administrators. Throughout my years
of service, never has an elected County Council shifted such a significant amount of power to
the unelected bureaucrat they hired.

Members of Administration and County Council were aware of my concerns for months before
the public comments I made at a meeting of Beaufort County Council on May 22, 2023 (Video
1, Video 2). I emailed multiple times, called Councilmembers on more than one occasion, and
sent certified letters.

Numerous attempts were made and every possible avenue was taken to avoid the judicial
process but my efforts were met with resistance at every turn. The County refused and
neglected to address these concerns and continued encroaching on the checks and balances you
have demanded.

When I joined the Treasurer’s Office 12 years ago, it was in the aftermath of a massive fraud,
and in a crisis of public trust and utter dysfunction. Within a year, I had restored our operations
and internal controls, passed every test from the County’s external auditors, and regained the
public’s trust in the Treasurer’s Office.

The Beaufort County Treasurer’s Office, professionals serving with innovation and enthusiasm.


https://www.islandpacket.com/news/politics-government/article245042585.html
https://www.fitsnews.com/2020/08/25/sc-county-official-stalked-threatened-and-secretly-recorded-female-treasurer-lawsuit-says/
https://beaufortcountysc.new.swagit.com/videos/230812?ts=1479
https://beaufortcountysc.new.swagit.com/videos/230812?ts=1479
https://beaufortcountysc.new.swagit.com/videos/230812?ts=6672
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/400mu27pu2n860ifn2tbf/07.12.2023-J.-Passiment-redacted.pdf?rlkey=x7t77r2dxq88p70z7pkxyvbme&dl=0
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/community/beaufort-news/article33413526.html
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/article33392817.html
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/article33393225.html
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As a result, you voted by a landslide in 2012 and then again in 2021, unequivocally deciding
that your Treasurer’s Office should maintain its autonomy from Administration. I am
determined to defend your vote against an organization that shows a complete lack of
ownership for the massive failure of leadership unfolding before us all.

On October 6, 2023, a lawsuit was filed against Beaufort County; the only remaining option if
we are to preserve the separation of powers our State Constitution intended and your vote
demanded.

I expect the County’s retaliation to continue. I expect false and misleading accusations to be
made about me, the Treasurer’s Office, or others who are striving to bring sunlight to the
darkness that has become Beaufort County’s culture.

Although outranked and, possibly, outnumbered, there are still good people in Beaufort County
Government trying to provide the kind of ethical and outstanding organization you deserve but
they cannot do it without you. They need your voice.

When whistleblowers are marginalized, you are needed. When victims are retaliated against,
you are needed. When unethical acts are swept under the rug, you are needed. When egos
create dysfunction, you are needed. When government services are destructive, you are needed.

Without your engagement and voice, your involvement in public meetings, your letters to the
editor, or your votes at the ballot box, Beaufort County will never become what we are capable
of.

In unwavering service,

Maria Walls, CPA
Beaufort County Treasurer
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https://www.islandpacket.com/news/politics-government/election/article33486675.html
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/politics-government/election/article255479436.html
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=567351978&sxsrf=AM9HkKns64x5YWZZDWLbs0GSk2GE4KWAKg:1695325156718&q=%22beaufort+county+council%22+AND+%22greenway%22&tbm=nws&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjm4PmturyBAxVilWoFHY7VBscQ0pQJegQIAxAB&biw=1536&bih=707&dpr=1.25
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/daa6a5xlqhxmefxur4anm/Treasurer-v-Beaufort-Summons-and-Complaint-2023.10.05.pdf?rlkey=jwljkgayheie81tu2n6z4nc54&dl=0
https://www.postandcourier.com/hilton-head/did-a-purchase-of-blankets-unravel-a-top-beaufort-county-officials-job/article_b91d64b6-51a9-11ee-ae30-033899cf8c4d.html
https://yourislandnews.com/parks-and-rec-director-breaks-procurement-rules/
https://www.fitsnews.com/2023/09/11/lowcountry-administrator-scandal-beaufort-county-unanimously-upholds-termination/

